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order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and 
before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily for examination, there 
must change the attitude the public toward the Any scheme for 
the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public 

Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo, Egypt, March 1938. 

FACTS THAT YOU SHOULD KNOW DISEASE 
The medical world classes Hansen’s disease com- 
the United States, endemic are foci limited 
Louisiana, Texas and Florida. Outside these States, 
Hansen’s disease rarely ‘contacts 
that from the public health standpoint might consider- 
The Leprosarium Carville was founded fifty two years 
ago. date not single member the medical nursing 
staff has contracted the disease. 
Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not 
comparable with those they would take dealing with 
diphtheria, typhoid and other communicable diseases. 
Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. 
Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-anually 
for short periods. 
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LEPROSY THE LARGER VIEW 


Mary Gillen, R.N., B.S. 


Director, Our Lady the Lake School Nursing and Nursing Service 
Baton Rouge, 


Abridged and reprinted from THE AMERICAN JOURNAL NURSING, 
February 1947, Vol. 47, No. permission the editors.) 


Miss Gillen (above) left her position tea- 
cher psychology and director social activi- 
ties Charity Hospital School Nursing, New 
Orleans’ August 1941, direct St. Francis 
School Nursing, Monroe, La., until August 
1943 when she entered the Navy Nurse Corps. 
leaving military service December 1945, 
she was appointed counselor the Counsel- 
Placement Service the Louisiana 
State Nurses Association, and subsequently 
became executive secretary the-Louisiana 
State Nurses Association. Asa nurse living 
Louisiana, and not far from the National Lep- 
rosarium, she has naturally developed in- 
terest the patient with leprosy. 

Miss Gillen, now Baton Rouge, has writ- 
ten that she has received letters commenting 


her article from friends the nursing 
profession California, Washington, C., 
Minnesota and other states. 


this Atomic Age, one constantly 


aware the efforts scientists widen 
fields knowledge. The ability 


scientist ‘‘see through micro- 


scopic studies often enables the. 


more comprehensive treatment dis- 
ease. The habit seeing small 
valuable, because prompted and 
directed desire for larger concepts, 
newer information, and the practical use 
such discoveries. The faculty the 
specialist see large the wider, practi- 
cal application scientific data speci- 
fic problems and fields enhances the value 
such contributions. The success sci- 
entist and specialist should mean better 
living for everyone. Unfortunately, the 
general practitioner and the general pub- 
lic often lag behind practical applica- 
tion new knowledge 

sharp contrast, they need develop 
the nth degree the seeing 
large; considering condi- 
tions not from.a subjective view- 
point, but from broad objective vantage 
point. the ancient spectacle the few who 
spend themselves exploding unsound 
methods and unjust practices still with 
us, even after World War 

more dramatic illustration the 
bove thesis can offered than the treat- 
ment disease otherwise known 
leprosy. The patient with leprosy the 
United States, while receiving the ‘best 
medical attention and the hu- 
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man nursing care, still carries the stigma 
social segregation and ostracism. This 
despite the fact that the condition 
classified medically ‘‘feebly communi- 
cable’’ and much less communicable 
than tuberculosis. 

study 723 cases the National Lep- 
rosarium Carville, Louisiana indicates 
that yearly admissions from native born 
citizens Texas, Louisiana, California 
aud Florida are high enough point 
endemic origin. Cases from New York 
and Illinois are almost ail imported. 
Those from Minnesota and Massachu- 
setts are declining. This suggests that the 
disease not indigenous these areas. 

The same study reveals that, when all 
races are included, the disease occurs 
the proportion two males every fe- 
male. the Negro race, the disease dis- 
tributed about equally between male and 
female. The greatest incidence occurs be- 
tween twenty and thirty years age. The 
disease not hereditary but family sus- 
ceptibility definite: frequently devel- 
ops children whose parents have lep- 
rosy. Dr. Lie, noted Norwegian lepro- 
logist, study over 1,000 cases found 
that: (1) when the father had leprosy 
ver per cent the children developed 
the disease. (2) when the mother had lep- 
rosy, over per cent the children de- 
veloped it. (3) When both parents had 
leprosy, per cent the children de- 
veloped it. this familial aspect, leprosy 
resembles tuberculosis. 

The causative organism, the Mycobac- 
terium leprae, was discovered 1873 
Norwegian physician, Dr. Gerhard Ar- 
mauer Hansen. The source the infec- 
tion the open discharging lesion, but the 
exact manner entry into the body 
unknown. Dr. Faget states probable 
that transmission occurs through the up- 
per respiratory tract. Insect transmission 
possible but not probable. The incu- 
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bation period prolonged and undeter- 
mined, but conservative estimate one 
six years. 

Complications most frequently en- 
countered are kidney conditions, tuber- 
culosis, neuritis. Patients also develop 
intercurrent diseases such appendicitis. 
pneumonia, cardiac conditions, cetera. 
Since leprosy involves lowered resistance 
and breakdown tissue. nephritic com- 
plications are frequent. They are com- 
bated with the usual specific and suppor- 
tive treatment. 

Tuberculosis complication offers 
challenge its differentiation from lep- 
rosy difficult. Early symptoms weak- 
ness, loss weight, and fever, are the 
same. The similarity the bacilli causing 
the two conditions further complicates 
differential diagnosis. Routine x-ray 
the lungs, careful physical examination, 
and animal inoculation culture the 
organism are utilized determining the 
complication. Then, the routine used 
tuberculosis. bed rest, nutritious diet, 
fresh air, and adequate isolation indi- 
cated. Artificial pneumothorax the pro- 
cedure choice where collapse therapy 
feasible. 

Neuritis the most distressing compli- 
cation encountered. Analgesic ointments 
are applied produce heat mild cases; 
however, local treatment affords very lit- 
tle relief severe attacks neuralgia. 
more painful conditions, heat the form 
lamp used. 

Treatment has many aspects. Within 
the confines this discussion, therapy 
subdivided into medical, nursing, and 


psycho-social. The time-honored use 
chaulmoogra oil still continues. Prelimi- 
nary and progress reports have been pub- 
lished fever therapy, diphtheria toxoid 
treatment, promin and diasone leprosy. 
Fever therapy has been benefit 
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the treatment the disease. The experi- 
mental study diphtheria-toxoid thera- 
indicated that conclusive beneficial 
effects could anticipated. Promin, of- 
fers the greatest amount hope. 

According the preliminary report 
Faget and Pogge, diasone, sulfone drug, 
can given orally leprosy with only 
mild toxic reactions. This advantage 
over promin which must given intra- 
venously for best results. far, the ob- 
jective improvement encouraging but 
additional clinical study necessary 
prove its actual value Leprostatic 
gent. 

NURSING CARE 

Isolation precautions are the simplest 
the disease only communica- 
The only precautions 
which every good nurse uses when nurs- 
ing the sick our general hospitals fre- 
quent washing hands with liquid green 
soap and water. Gloves are worn only 
when doing surgical dressings when 
there direct contact with infectious drai- 
nage from the National Lep- 
rosarium, the doctors wear surgical gowns 
and the Sisters wear the routine nursing 
gowns when duty with the patients. 

Building morale and preventing 
mental depression, the greatest nursing 
accomplishment the care leprosy pa- 
tients. Occupational therapy and recrea- 
tion are definitely indicated and patients 
Carville participate variety ac- 
tivities. Duties within the buildings pro- 
per, well those outside, such gar- 
dening, provide interest and occupation. 
Many patients are the government 
payroll; duties are assigned according 
ability and vary from housekeeping and 
painting electrical work and teaching. 
clock repair shop, seamstress shop, 
cleaning and pressing shop, cetera, 
are all carried patients. The month- 
magazine, THE STAR, edited and 


printed staff patients. Movies and 
the usual recreational equipment are 
available. 

Despite these facilities there one vital 
element modern treatment disease 
lacking our present care the patient 
with leprosy, That element freedom 
from social ostracism and unintelligent 
restrictions. Emotional reaction, unfound- 
fear, and the convenience custom 
are the only reasons for the outmoded 
rules governing the care these patients. 

Too much stress cannot given the 
facts about the low 
the disease. The incidence transmission 
the disease within leprosarium 
rare. Doctors and nurses use very simple 
precautions not comparable with isola- 
tion technic used other communicable 
diseases. Authority for stating that leprosy 
only slightly communicable the 
best. Here are some recent comments: 

Leprosy has been completely dominat- 
the emotions. Leprosy has been 
feared that its victims are unnecessarily 
punished, frequently seg- 
regation. fact, they are banished from 
society and committed asylums rather 
than placed hospitals for treatment 
with view their return lives use- 
fulness. 

The old idea virtual living death 
for leprosy victims completely outmod- 
ed. The fact that the disease only slight- 
contagious has been well established. 
Today treat leprosy hospital wards, 
with only the usual sanitary precautions 
required for other less serious conditions. 
New York the disease not even 
portable sharp contrast other areas 
where not communicable and 
which the medieval concepts leprosy 
still exist and anti-laws still require forci- 
ble quarantine. These statutes should 
repealed. There perhaps better way 
rehabilitating the patient mentally than 
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repealing these unnecessary 
culous laws. 
Another authority states: 

had way would admit and 
discharge patients Carville done 
any other Marine Hospital. The opinion 
expressed that patients with leprosy 
were allowed come and they 
wish probably much would 
accrue the community any other 
arrangement and certainly the custodial, 
prison-like atmosphere many institu- 
tions not beneficial, either the patient 
the community....The old attitude 
the world dealing with leprosy from 
public health point view was found- 
prejudice and tradition and fear 
rather then well-based scientific med- 
ical facts. 

Under suggested methods control, 
the American Public Health Association 
makes the following modern recommend 
ation: 

bacteriologically positive 
cases occurring endemic form Na- 
tional Leprosarium until condition 
apparent arrest has been present for 
least six months, determined clinical 
observation and absence acidfast bacil- 
repeated examinations. Paroled and 
other negative patients should 
amined periodically, the 
val being six months. 

Quarantine was not recommended 
the APHA suggestions for control. 
mong general measures recommended 
the Association the following: 

atemporary expedient, patients may 
properly cared for general hospitals 
or, conditions the patient and his en- 
vironment warrant, may allowed 
remain his own premise; under 
suitable regulations. 

THE LARGER VIEW 

view the above. evident that 

change thinking relation lepro- 


indicated. Does the nurse exist who 
would call the child with impetigo, scur- 
vy, pellagra Then why 
should the child with skin lesions more 
unpleasant deserve the term? call 
the patient with advance carcinoma 
clean’’? Yet, the ulceration leprosy 
not more severe and not painful. 
call the tuberculosis patients 
clean’’ and decree ostracism for him? 
the contrary, patients with this condition, 
which highly communicable, walk the 
streets and ride public conveyances will 
but the patient with leprosy, only slight- 
denied these rights 


man. 


tion this disease and begin 
understanding and applying 
scientific principles its care. time 
stop associating the word 
with leprosy and begin instead 
the word Because in- 
deed the present policy anti-laws and 
enforced quarantine. also ineffective. 
1938 the international conference 
leprosy Cairo, Egypt, made the follow- 
ing recommendation 

order that leprosy may dealt with 
successfully comprehensive scale, 
and before any proportion early 
cases will come voluntarily for examina- 
tion, there must change the 
tude the public toward the disease. 

This changed public attiude most im- 
portant control and prevention. The 
greatest tragedy leprosy that while 
only slightly communicable for the gen- 
eral public, very communicable for 
the children within the family. Since 
not hereditary, this transmission can 
prevented. The education the patient 
the that hospitalization, which 
means separation from loved ones, the 
best protection for those loved 
would aided sounder, calmer 


regation. Isolation need not ostracism. 
The elimination community horror 
concerning leprosy would help eliminate 
individual fear. Efforts control and pre- 
vention could concentrated the real 
field communicability, the transmission 
the disease the children. Less waste 
emotionalism and phobias regard 
leprosy the community will mean less 
individual tragedy family. 

Let leave the task 
the scientist whose broader vision and 
may trusted with the respon- 
sibility searching for the information 
better understanding and 
more treatment leprosy. Let 
concentrate ‘‘seeing large’’, rel- 
ating the known facts about the disease 
the patient and the public health 
proper proportion. resent attitudes and 
rules exist only because public ignor- 
ance, professional inertia, political 
indifference. There line from recent 
theatrical production the effect that 
people, indifferent people, preju- 
diced are never long 
one tacitly allows concentric circle 
care confine the patient with leprosy, 
then modern medicine and nursing care 
are being circumscribed and controlled. 
The field our vision being narrowed 
and limited avail. need and 
want wide mental horizons and acquir- 
ing them may also for the pa- 
tients with leprosy the personal freedom 
they desire and deserve while obtain 
for their children freedom from fear, 
shame, and 

editorial staff THE AMERICAN JOURNAL 
NURSING, officia! magazine the Amer- 
ican Nurses’ Association and the National 


League Nursing Education, for the space 
devoted the Hansen’s disease 
their February 1947 issue. 
Gillen’s understanding article, the 


Febru- 
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Separation need not mean seg- 


ary JOURNAL the ANA also carried ar- 
ticle Myrtle Senior, titled ‘‘The 
Call Slip Read Leprosy’, paper 
Faget. 

Miss Senior, member the Visiting 
Nurse Service New York City, told about 
her first experience with Hansen,s disease. 
“he related how she called the patient’s 
ne, treated him for acute condition, 
and taught the family proper hygienic care. 
The visiting nurse reported that the patient, 
elderly man, had had Hansen’s disease for 
seven years with off and hospitalization. 
The ily has been taught accept the re- 
sponsibility for the patient’s care. now 
improving and has the freedom 
home. From this experience, Senior 
concludes, ‘‘I learned that supportive treat- 
ment and proper mental hygiene regarding 
the horror ancient disfigur- 
ing disease are the chief objectives the nurs- 
care patient with Hansen’s 

its title indicated, Dr. Faget’s article 
dealt with the progress that has been made 
this hospital the treatment Hansen’s 
disease with the new sulfa drugs which de- 
scribed but certain’’ therapeutic 
gents. 


article titled ‘‘A Man 
Elizabeth MacDonald appearing the 
May 1947 issue SCOPE. 
the story Major Hornbostel, 
simply told. Naturally, concerns, 
part, the present situation Major and 
Mrs. Hernbostel. this article, the 
first one Miss MacDonald did Han- 
disease for SCOPE (January 1946) 
she gives aclear cut picture the disease 
the light modern knowledge. The 
Hornbostels supplied many the facts 
for the story and, unlike many others 
that have been published, this one au- 
thentic. Again, are grateful Miss 
MacDonald and Mr. Piller, Edi- 
tor READER’S SCOPE, for their con- 
tribution ‘‘an enlightened public view- 
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MEDICAL STAFF CHANGE 


Twenty-three years continuous, 
faithful service were rewarded April 
when Dr. Frederick Johansen was 
notified his appointment the posi- 
tion Medical Officer Charge this 
hospital. Dr. Johansen succeeds Dr. 
Faget who retiring because ill 
health. Dr. Faget will assume lighter dut- 
ies atthe Marine Hospital New 
Orleans. 

Dr. Faget, who has been with the 
Public Health Service for the past 
years, began his work here 1940. Dur- 
ing his regime Carville has become 
rather than institution. 
Under Dr. Faget’s direction, the progress 
that has been made here the treatment 
disease with the sulfa drugs 
international significance. 

the Pan-American Conference 
Leprosy, held Rio Janeiro Octo- 
ber 1946, Dr. Faget was honored be- 
ing elected President the Therapeutic 
Section. The Conference gave him well- 
deserved credit for being the first re- 
port promin and diasone, according 
him official recognition the pioneer 
sulfone therapist. 

One who has been vitally interested 
problem, Dr. Faget has 
beem the treatment disease, 
does not give that interest easily, al- 
though illness may, forthe time being. cur- 
tail his activities. From recent announce- 
ment the New Orleans Times-Picayune, 
May Dr. Applewhite, District 
Director, U.S. are assured 
that Dr. Faget will continue his interest 
and work our problem, for according 
this information Dr. Faget will 
cases Hansen’s disease which the Pub- 
lic Health Service will establish the 
Marine Hospital New Orleans. 

THE STAR owes great deal Dr. 


Faget for his encouragement and help. 
From the very beginning our publica- 
tion 1941, Dr. Faget has cooperated 
with our educational program and 
contributing many splendid articles 
has given our paper dignity and prestige. 
His series, ‘‘What the Patient Should 
Know About Disease’’, was 
outstanding. 

We, the patients for whom has done 
much, wish for Dr. Faget complete 
recovery, and for Dr. and Mrs. Faget 
happiness and the best everything 
wherever they are stationed. 

Dr. Johansen. our new MOC, na- 
tive lowa but claims Missouri his 
adopted State. graduate the 
Chicago College Medicine and Surgery, 
Fellow the American College Phy- 
sicians, and member the Medical 
Advisoty Board The Leonard Wood 
Memorial. member the Amer- 
ican Legion Post Kahoka, Mo., his 
former home, and Carville Voiture 
Locale 902, the Forty and Eight. 

Dr. Johansen entered the Public Health 
Service 1924 and that same year was 
assigned duty this hospital. served 
Executive Officer under Dr. Denny, 
Dr. Hasseltine, and Dr. Faget. seems 
fitting that Dr. Johansen, who has been 
intimately connected with the affairs 
this hospital, should now its head. 
are period transition and Dr. 
special knowledge, not only 
the disease but also the human side 
the problem, should prove invaluable. 
While offer our sincere congratulations 
Dr. his appointment, also 
offer our congratulations the 
Public Health Service for having selected 
him for this post. The Carville ship 
not easy one guide, there are many 
reefs avoided this community sea 
many nationalities and many types 
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from every walk life, requiring skip- 
per with tact and diplomacy. Dr. has 
these qualities plus understanding 
the problems faced patients and their 
families that only years service can 
give. This equally important the 
medical knowledge which possesses. 

assuming added responsibilities Dr. 
can certain the earnest coopera- 
tion large majority the patients. 
the head this hospital, the National 
Leprosarium, Dr. Johansen has the op- 
portunity lead, not only the United 
States but the world, the march 
science towards solution the age-old 
problem disease. 

Since the announcement his appoint- 
ment, Dr. Johansen has received many 
letters from friends throughout the coun- 


‘try, including some from former patients. 


One discharged patient expressed what 
fear nor misgiving regard the future 
policy the. administration, for from 
your own past record you have shown the 
most sympathetic interest the welfare 
the 


his first public discussion Han- 
sen’s disease after taking over the direct- 
orship this hospital, Dr. Johansen told 
members the Social Science Club meet- 
ing Nicholsen Hall the L.S.U. Cam- 
pus. Baton Rouge, April 25th, the 
newest developments the treatment 
the disease and reviewed the activities 
the hospital. explained that 
disease was the term’’ and 
illustrated his talk with slides. 

Johansen addressed the 
uate Class the Tulane School Med- 
icine New Orleans May and 


has accepted invitation speak before 


the Kiwanis Club New Orleans early 
June. 
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IMPORTANT ASSIGNMENT 


Reenforcements the battle being 
waged this hospital against Hansen’s 
disease, arrived April from Hamilton, 
Montana, the person Dr. Mason 
Hargett. 

Dr. Hargett, who has been with the 
Public Health Service for the past 
years, has impressive background. 
graduate Asbury College, North- 
western University Medical School, in- 
terned Kansas City General Hospital, 
holds the degree Doctor Tropical 
Medicine and Hygiene from the London 
School Tropical Medicine, spent year 
study with the Rockefel- 
ler Foundation Brazil, and has had du- 
Europe, South America, Japan, 
Korea and the United States. Dr. Hargett 
member the American Society 
Tropical Medicine, Fellow the Royal 
Society Tropical Medicine and Hy- 
giene, and Fellow the American Col- 
lege Physicians 

Dr. Hargett’s this hospi- 
tal utmost for according 
recent press releases, will as- 
signed Surgeon General Parran the 
staff Dr. Treuting, Louisiana 
State Health Department Director, 
program epidemiological research 
and early case finding Louisiana. 

Reporting this development, the New 


Orleans Times-Picayune May 1947, 


states: ‘‘Dr. Hargett, who was duty 
New Orleans 1930 and ‘31, presently 
the nation’s only leprosarium Car- 
ville complete studies before embarking 
his assignment. 

important thing find out 
how leprosy transmitted,’ Dr. Treut- 
ing explained. don’t think the research 
can completed matter months. 
may take from years. have ev- 
ery confidence that will tremen- 
dous merit the fight against leprosy. 
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For once learn how it's transmitted 
and something about its incubation, then 
can take effective measures block 
it. 

the use the new sulfone de- 
rivatives first introduced Carville 
Dr. Faget, hoped that early cases 
leprosy can effectively arrested 
cured new treatment center for early 
cases which will established the 
United States Marine Hospital New 
Orleans. 


editorial the St. Louis POST-Dispatch 
(March 16, 1947) and reprinted THE STAR 
(April 1947), entitled and Dr. Par- 
ran’’, urged the Surgeon General the U.S. 
Public Health Service for leprosy what 
did for syphilis bringing discussion out 
into the open and toestablish treatment cen- 
ters, particularly for early cases. Dr. Parran 
replied letter the editor the POST- 
DISPATCH which was published the paper 
April 28. this letter Dr. Parran told 
the campaign the PHS planning, eradi- 
cate Hansen’s disease from the U.S. 

This plan, explained, includes 
designed perfect methods ap- 
proach and give experience before embarking 
treatment centers the four endemic States. 

Less than week after Surgeon General 
appeared the Post-Dispatch, 
the Orleans Times-Picayune and United 
Press reports named the U.S. Marine Hospital 
New Orleans the where the ex- 
program would carried 

The the opposite column indi- 
cativeof the progressive attitude shown the 
New Orleans newspapers, and may regarded 
public reaction the reports. However, 
just press, the premature an- 
nouncement the treatment center brought 
opposition from unexpected source, the 
Louisiana State Medical Society which 
record desiring maintain the present sys- 
tem which has been factor perpetuating 
leprosy Louisiana for more than 200 years 

Dr. letter will published the 
June STAR with editorial comment the 
whole situation see it. 


STRIDES LEPROSY 


the United States Public 
Health Service center Marine 
Hospital for diagnosis, early treatment and 
research the relatively unexplored field 
leprosy should applauded for many 
reasons. 

Foremost, course, the reason that 
the action seems indicate new and 
vigorous interest the part health of- 
ficials one oldest afflic- 
tions. Until recent years appreciable 
interest progress was made conquer- 
ing the disease. 

New Orleans has emerged from the war 
leader without peer the realm 
tropical disease studies largely because 
tropical medicine department. 
Leprosy one the exotic diseases and 
natural this city should selected 
the nucleus series leprosy centers. 
From the standpoint local health, too, 
must remembered that leprosy 
indigenous and that Louisianans comprise 
the majority the patients the Carvil- 
leprosarium. 

Establishment the center Marine 
Hospital gives promise being the begin- 
ning the end leprosy. must ac- 
companied education the public and 
correction the hush-hush, 
conception the disease inherited from 
Biblical 

Editorial from the NEW ORLEANS 
STATES, May 9th, 1947. 


The personnel and patients this hos- 
pital donated $178.00 the drive recently 
conducted the American Cancer Soci- 
ety. 00) came from the patients. 


READ JUNE 
Live article about 
Carville and the patients here, Elsie 
McCormick, will appear June 
sale one week earlier. 
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Photo courtesy New Orleans 

Individual treatment dis- 
ease, rather than using blanket 
was recommended Dr. Treuting 
(left), president the Louisiana Board 
Health, atalk aluncheon the Lou- 
isiana Legislative Council April the 
Jung Hotel New Orleans. Shown with 
him are Miss Louise Meyer, newly elect- 
first vice president the Louisiana 
Conference Social Welfare, and Dr.C. 
Mengis Opelousas, retiring president 
the welfare group. 

will noted that the group read- 
ing THE STAR. THE STAR was repre- 
sented Mrs. L.L. (Steve) McCormick 
who, with the cooperation Dr. Mengis, 
gave each the persons present copy 
our paper Dr. Treuting urged welfare 
workers aid breaking down the pub- 
lic’s unfounded fears toward the disease. 

Following Dr. address there 
was lively discussion period led Dr. 
Treuting. Dr. Mengis. and Mrs. McCor- 
mick. Because her frequent visits this 
Mrs. McCormick was able 
answer many the questions. 

Dr. PaulC Young. president the Leg- 
islative Council, and Dr. Mengis assured 
Mrs. McCormick that they would recom- 
mend, and urge very strongly, that leprosy 


stricken out the smallpox, yellow 


fever, etc., category the State laws. 


UNDER OUR FLAG 


The successful use two drugs, promin 
and diasone, the Kalaupapa Leprosa- 
rium, Molokai was May Dr. 
Norman Sloan, medical director 
the settlement, the convention the 
Hawaii Territorial Medical Association. 

Although stating that was too early 
predict cures, Dr. Sloan reported that 
seventy-two patients who had been treat- 
with promin for six months longer, 
fifty-five had shown definite improve- 
ment. The treatment must considered 
arrest and improvement rather than 
cure, said, adding that the use 
chaulmoogra oil, long thought effective 
the treatment leprosy, had been aban- 
doned 


CANAL ZONE 


From the Palo Seco Leprosarium, Bal- 
boa. Dr. Dreisback writes, will 
never forget visit Carville two years 
ago. Little did think then when was 
yet medical school that such short 
time would the place that 
now. The academic interest had lep- 
rosy became real following visit 
you. When first came the Canal Zone 
point visit Palo Seco Leprosarium, and 
later spent month internship here. 
Iam now back Palo Seco Acting 
Supt. while Dr. and Mrs. Hurwitz are 
vacationing the States. 

Through the past two years have fol- 
lowed with interest all the issues 
THE STAR. Not only has presented 
the social aspect the disease but has 
kept date the latest news 


the medical field. 


Despite the patients’ repeated efforts, 
conditions the leprosarium Christen- 
sted, Virgin Islands the United States, 
have not improved. 


THE STAR May 


Flash Back 
REVIEW 


point where the mountains shelve down 
broad sandy beach, lies the small 
sleepy community Acapulco. From its 
quiet harbor the native fishermen have 
sailed their colorful, but frail craft for 
hundred years. Inte this scene serenity 
and simple, idyllic life came Pedro. 
was born the family deep sea fish- 
erman September 16, 1896. Almost 
the same time, another force was cata- 
pulted into the life the village. The 
restless American tourist was discovering 
Acapulco. 

the course few years econ- 
omy the tiny town was revolu- 
the tourist the primary source in- 
come. the tourist trade developed, 
did Pedro. the course ten years they 
had both become sturdy youngsters. 
closely had their courses paralleled, 
seemed only natural that their paths 
should eventually even more closely 
connected. 

became apparent very quickly that 
tourists loved souvenirs and the blue 
waters near the village there were literally 
thousands these souvenirs, the giant sea 
shells, which when they were polished, 
were eagerly sought the vacationers 
mementoes their visit. you were 
plunged into the business supplying 
the polished shells for souvenirs 
Father would sail their small boat across 
the sparkling Pacific and while his Father 
maintained strict watch against the dan- 
gerous sharks, the youngster would cleave 
his way the bottom and search for the 
prize shells always remained alert for 
the sound his father’s palm striking the 


surface the water and race for 
the boat when came. For this meant 
the presence sharks and Pedro had 
added his experience several close es- 
capes from this danger. 

was, that when older bro- 
ther was dispatched San 
prepare for the family’s migration, Pedro 
was not too enthusiastic over relinquish- 
ing his carefree and exciting life for the 
position tourist. But the age twelve 
entered the United States, unable 
speak word English. the two years 


Pedro learned many 


things, but English was not among them. 
Thus when reported the City Hos- 
his feeling ill, had with him inter- 
preter. This may may not have been 
good thing for when the doctors were un- 
able diagnose Pedro’s trouble, the in- 
terpreter said that having seen many cases 
Mexico, was sure that Pedro had 
leprosy. This statement determined the 
remaining course life. When 
the doctors had confirmed this diagnosis 
they told the small boy had just. six 
months live and sent him the con- 
tagious segregation center the outskirts 
San Francisco. Such was the 
ous beginning years’ confinement 
this hospital. 

Pedro did not find the 
frame, clapboard buildings his liking. 
They were lighted only candles and 
lacked any the modern conveniences. 
Even refused the pieas his family 
leave, because knew that would 
mean hiding day and night. Pedro stayed 
the compound while over £00 other 
patients with Hansen’s disease came and 
went, died took their leave. There were 
never more than than patients hospi- 
talized there one time and they passed 


a 
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their time hunting the open country. 
few years the old buildings were 
condemned and replaced modern 
structures with electric lights and lavato- 
ries each the private rooms. there 
were always great many Chinese, one 
the two dormitories was reserved entirely 
for Orientals. The second dormitory was 
used house the rest the patients. 
two-story recreation building completed 
the little settlement. the first floor was 
hall where motion pictures were shown 
and phonograph played their small col- 
lection records. dining room and 
laundry, where Pedro worked until lost 
his eyesight the age nineteen, finish- 
out the floor. The second floor was 
home for the staff, which consisted one 
male nurse, cook, and two guards. 
Losing his vision was tremendous blow 
Pedro for like the other patients had 
searched medicine that might help 
improve his condition. Almost every new 
addition the community brought reports 
new medicine and the ever-hopeful 
would pool their money buy some. The 
first medicine that Pedro tried had been 
recommended Mexican doctor. 
was two parts-a drink made ich- 
thyol and salve vaseline and ichthyol 
mixed The liquid they drank and the 
salve they rubbed their bodies after 
their bath. Pedro thinks that this helped 


but their meager supply soon ran out and 


they were without treatment until they 


could raise additional money. The second 
they purchased chaulmoogra oil 
which lasted for three months. Thereafter 
the Health Service assumed the obligation 
After year Pedro became 
very ill from the oil and was forced 
up. The next cure was long time 
coming. Three Hawaiian boys, when 
they learned that they had Hansen’s dis- 
country, rather than segregated the 


island Molokai. Soon after they arrived 
the hospital their father heard 
highly regarded treatment from Japan. 
Again the small assemblege pooled its mon- 
ey. This ray hope was darts, pills 
composed arsenic, sulphur, strychnine, 
iron and quinine. The second part was 
very nauseating tea and the third, bath 
sulphur and strange tree bark. This was 
the last treatment that Pedro ever took 
1922, the Federal Government 
opened the National Leprosarium and 


Pedro was sent with other patients 


from San Francisco this hospital. Five 
years later Pedro had succeeded getting 
negative tests for successive months. 
During the five years had taken 
medicine but somehow the Hansen bacil- 
lus had disappeared. contradiction 
the death that was promised him six 
months, Pedro lived for years not 
die but overpower the disease that tried 
conquer him. Pedro was discharged 
1927 and has since spent twenty more 
now years age and has outlived his en- 
tire family. Yes, has developed philo- 
sophy during this time accommodating him- 
self the circumstance life the agency peace. 
Key Pitt 


Things have happened Dr. Johansen 
rapid succession. the heels his 


promotion MOC, Dr. and Mrs. 


sen received word that they 
were grandparents. son was born 
that day Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Brown 
Ponca City, Oklahoma. Mrs. Brown 
the former Amy Johansen, only daughter 
the Johansons. The baby has been 
named Frederick William and you have 
never seen such proud grandparents. Dr. 
took time off from official duties 
pass around cigars everyone within 
reach. extend heartiest congratulations 
both parents and grandparents. 
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NEW TREATMENTS OBSERVED 


Prior leaving for far away stations, 
medical missionaries, both doctors and 
nurses, continue visit this hospital 
‘learn the methods employed adminis- 
tering the new treatments. 

Here for two weeks observation and 
study April were Dr. Perry Rawson 
Michigan and Dr. Floyd Muck 
Kansas. Doctors Rawson and Muck are 
associated with Friends Africa Gospel 
Mission. With their families, they will 
leave May for the Belgian Congo, their 
first mission field. 

preparation for their work, Doctors 
Rawson and Muck spent last winter 


ing with Dr. Dubois the Institute 


Tropical Medicine, Antwerp, Belgium. 
They saw their first copy THE STAR 
Dr. Dubois’ desk. 

Born and reared India missionary 
parents, who are still working India, 
Dr. Bradford Steiner was here for 
three days. Dr. Steiner, who connected 
with the Scandinavian Mission North 
America, sailed for Dharchula, U.P. In- 
dia, April 14. will serve hospital 
for disease which being esta- 
blished that area. Dr. Steiner said that 
has not had previous professional expe 
rience with Hansen’s but had 
lot during his childhood India. 

sion fields. Miss Goldie Alumbaugh, Miss 
Buena Stober and Miss Mariana Bun- 
ger, all registered nurses, were here 
pril. Miss Alumbaugh and Miss Stober 
(Disciples Christ) are returning the 
Belgian Congo Miss Bunger ‘American 
Lutheran Mission) going Liberia 

The American Mission continuing its 
splendid work supplying promin and 
diasone medical missionaries. 


May 1947, our patient enrollment 
was new high the year histo- 
this hospital. 


Spring usually brings number stu- 
dent groups visit this hospital Pictured 
above the pre-med class Loyola Uni- 
versity the South, New Orleans, who 
were here April 

Dr. Walter Brown brought group 


students from Central College, Fayette, 


Mo., March for tour this hos- 
pital. 

Forty-eight members the graduating 
class the Hotel Dieu School Nursing 
were here April This group. headed 
Sister Aloysius, Director, Sister Vir- 
ginia, and Miss Giselle Plourde, Instruc- 
tor, took lively interest everything 
and everybody they met. 

April the Tulane Senior Medical 
Class New Orleans, 126 strong, held 
their annual clinic here. 

Another group students, principally 
interested laboratory work, was the 
bacteriology class Louisiana State Uni- 
versity, here April 24. 


Theresa Lynch, Dean the School 
Nursing, University and 
Evelyn Kessler, coordinator for Dillard 
University Students Charity Hospital, 
were here March 31. Miss Lynch, the 
author widely used nurses’ text book 
communicable diseases now revising 
her book keeping with 
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MEET MISS STEWART 

Miss Vivian Stewart, THE full 
time secretary, arrived the scene April 
and set work the next morning for 
the volume accumulated work allowed 
little time for talk. 

Vivian’s interest Carville was aroused 
about year and ago through 
Harold Chalfant Los Angeles. the 
fall 1945 when Mr. Chalfant visited 
asked Vivian might come see us. 
extended the invitation and she drove 
from her native lowa January 1946 
spend the day with us. Somehow Carville 
clicked with Vivian and Vivian clicked 
with Carvillians right then. Time and 
time again she has wondering 
there some work she could 
here. was natural when the secretary’s 
position was approved the U.S. Pub- 
lic Health Service for contact her 


Los Angeles where she was working with 
Mr. Chalfant. 


Allred tape finally ironed out, lady luck 
smiled her and she was able pur- 
chase new automobile for the long drive 
from L.A. La. Well, folks, from the 
speed that typewriter her office may- 
you'll get some answers your letters 
less than month periods now. 

Vivian round athlete who loves 
life and people and makes the most 
each day. Incidentally her hobby col- 
lecting teddy bears and she has brought 
about her collection with 

Should you comé for visit and find 
the editorial office empty during siesta pe- 
riod just stop office, across from 
the photogrphy shop House 15, and 
she know where find us. great- 
est desire grow with THE STAR and 
feel least small part this big 
she says and feel it’s pretty 
good indication her interest our 
educational campaign. 
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PATIENT COMPLETES COURSE 

There has been much talk, particularly 
recent months, but little action, about 
rehabilitation and vocational training 


measures for the patients this hospital. 


One patient, Benny Vinci, took matters 
into his own hands and him extend 
our sincere congratulations. 

Benny has completed home-study 
course Physiotherapy from recognized 
college health culture. now quali- 
fied hold anywhere where 
such treatments electrotherapy, hydro- 
therapy. scientific massage and medical 
gymnastics are given. Benny has been 
patient here for years and patient- 
employee the hydrotherapy 
department for the past years. 
derstand that the Public Health Service 
agreeable the idea placing patients 
employees the proposed new treat- 
ment centers, and when they are estab- 


would like see this ambi- 


tious patient given the opportunity put 
some his new knowledge use here 
and now. This hospital has set the pace 
the use modern drugs but thé physio- 
therapy department lacks modern equip- 
ment and the slogan still 
the same This, despite the fact 
that physiotherapy definitely indicated 
many cases disease 


DISCHARGED PATIENTS GRATEFUL 


with deep sense gratitude that 
bid good-bye our many helpful 
friends throughout the country. es- 
pecially wish thank the American Le- 
gion and the American Legion Auxiliary 
for their untiring efforts through the years 
improve conditions for all the pa- 
tients; and Surgeon General Parran’s 
Advisory Committee for giving gener- 
ously themselves work out more 
humane approach treating persons 
with Hansen’s disease 

Betty and Harry Martin 
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ALL AROUND THE TOWN 


The Texas City, Texas explosions and 
fires affected people many sections 
our nation and Carville was excep- 
tion. One patient’s home was completely 
demolished, another patient has lost sev- 
eral loved ones and still another some 
very good friends. 

The last time Texas City was under mar- 
tial law wasin 1915 asa result trop- 
ical hurricane and the writer was very 
much present. The memory that flood 
has remained with all these years but 
this holocaust was much more terrible, 
actual scars will remain with the survivors. 

extend our sympathies the vast 


number people whom this tragedy 


has spelled heartbreak and most especially 
those patients concerned. 


Roland Roberts, Star Plant Superin- 
tendent, spends his spare (?) time drawing 
charts and graphs for the Medical Staff 
use Conferences. His drawings were 
flown the Pan American Conference 
currently working several very large 
ones for the American Medical Associa- 
tion meeting Atlantic City slated for 
June. 


Aren’t friends grand! C.J. Harris 
Ferguson, Mo. has some albums clas- 
sical music for those the STAR STAFF 
who enjoy that sort recreation but 
transportation has posed big problem. 
Mr. Harris, who president the lum- 
ber company which bears his name, hit 
upon the bright idea having them come 
down the Mississippi from St. Louis 
Baton Rouge tow boat operated 
friend. They are land the Standard 
Oil pier where our good friend, 
Spann, will receive them and deliver them 
Frank Nesom. another good friend, 
the Old State Capitol. From there the 
truck from here will pick them for the 


last lap long journey. Friends from 
the source the Mississippi its mouth 
are certainly big help those whe 
live this bend but still mentally 
note that the Father Waters verboten 
us. 


The library has been given 
year’s subscription the 
Month Club very modest friend who 
desires publicity. This gift mem- 
ory brother who gave his all for 
cause and were alive would undoubt- 
edly right there pitching for our cause. 

The first book has been received and 
from the reviews worth reading— 
THREE CAME HOME Agnes Newton 
Keith. 

While speaking friends there are 
those who feel lost two good 
friends the departure Betty and 
Harry Martin with their discharge papers. 

They were entertained with several 
dinner parties the last week their Car- 
ville stay and the nicest was one given 
the Editor his cottage Swank the 
best the word for that buffet supper. 

Betty vowed she was more excited over 
her discharge than she had been over her 
wedding which quiet affair. One 
evening she was mentally checking reci- 
pes with some the girls. Miracle’s cake 
icing had been just about perfect and she 
said the secret its success 
must that tartar sauce you which 
brought howl from those who 
contend Betty would find some way 
get garlic ice cream but we'd never 
dream try icing, too. 


NOTICE SUBCRIBERS 
When sending change address THE 
STAR give old address well new. This 
locate your address our files. 
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Frederick and Ory, Puppeteers 

The long-hair type music fans have 
finally gotten break. Something needed 
and long-awaited was added our enter- 
tainment when Mrs. John Tims pre- 
sented Lawrence Oden. promising young 
musician, the afternoon April 10. 
Mrs. Tims, wife the vice-president 
the New Orleans Times Picayune, the 
enthusiastic sponsor newly formed 
entertainment committee which Mr. 
Oden will the general chairman. They 
plan series bright new programs 
which will given our theater week- 
the initial performance, Mrs. Tims proved 
gracious personality and was appreci- 
ative the artists was the audience. 

Mr. Oden, graduate the L.S.U. 
Music, not only fine pianist 
but composer and present working 
the music for ballet, Un- 
til recently was musical director with 
the rank Captain the 5th Air Force, 
doing concert work all through the South 
Pacific, playing from improvised stages 
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PERFORMANCE SPONSORED 


NEW GROUP 


and the back trucks. For us, played 
his first selection the Minor Concerto” 
Saint Saens. His virtuosity was chal- 
lenged rebellious piano which re- 
sented this intrusion upon its long win- 
ter’s hibernation snd retaliated inject- 
ing its own dissonant harmonies. Despite 
these annoyances, Mr. Oden graciously 
responded the applause with Fan- 
tasy Tango Theme’’. Jose Iturbi and 
movement from that 
composed after period teaching 
Grand Coteau. His playing was quite 


fillip our musical appetite and later 


while being shown around the hospital 
prevailed upon him play again. 

the lighter vein, amusing puppet 
show was presented two very talented 
young men, Harry Ory and Ray Freder- 
ick. was the first time act this type 
had been seen Carville and the audi- 
ence laughed the antics two skele- 
tons, which flew apart the deft manip- 
ulation the operators’ fingers, with 
various sections their bodies spread 
ludicrously over the stage, while the limbs 
continued dance perfect time the 
music. The featured spot the series 
skits was commanded duo Harlem 
swingsters, with their interpretation 
some the current boogie recordings. 
The thoroughly lifelike actions were made 
possible the careful craftsmanship that 
the boys had put into their creations. 
Last minute preparations did not permit 
the usual stage arrangements, whereby 
the operators are concealed. But seeing 
the puppets and the puppeteers and 
watching the manipulation the strings 
only served heighten the enjoyment. 

Frederick and Ory are going USO 
tour Japan and then possibly Eur- 
ope. They said they hoped gain enough 
experience this tour accept engage- 
ments this country when they return. 
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PITT SPORTS 
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During the last month the Summer 
Sports’ Association has been active 
formulating plans for the ‘47 softball sea- 
son. Stirred the success last season’s 
interurban clashes, the Association has 
forsaken the almost traditional intramu- 
ralrivalry between teams sponsored 


the Legion and the Star, favor 


combined aggregation ALL—STARS, 
selected from the stellar performers 
both these teams. This glittering array 
horsehide handlers will play under the 
banner Legion Post 188 and receive sup- 
port, both moral and financial from the 


Federation, Sports Legion, 


Voiture Locale and STAR. They have is- 
sued challenge all comers for seven 
innings rugged mayhem over hot 
diamond. 

Incidentally, the diamond much 
ter this year. Time, effort and the good 
earth have been used fill the design 
hollows that last summer’s 


ioned through the infield. course, 


constant presence Jupe Pluvius through 
the last two weeks may 


its former inglorious state, but until 


the flood subsides can still hope. 
The addition floodlights which were 
originally scheduled for this season has 
been put off until next year. When they 
become reality, will able take 
advantage the cooler evening breezes 
and avoid the hot Summer sun. 
Negotiations have already been opened 
through the Reverend Myles Kearny 
aton Rouge’s CYO League for the ap- 


pearance some twenty teams before the 
home crowd. Foremost this group 
St. Anthony’s, reigning league champs, 
which last year gave several drubbings. 
They are scheduled hold their practice 
sessions with and play four pre-sea- 
son intersquad games which will give 
good chance sharpen our game. 
The schedule committee has been bom- 


Spring training full swing 


barded with numerous requests from other 
teams which desire take the field 
gainst us. There have even been requests 
from two organizations for the privilege 
using our facilities their home field 
for the coming season. Plans are afoot 
the inclusion several exhibition 
games between leading girl’s later 
the season. this interest, coop- 
eration and additional competition 
most gratifying. but, the same time 
being accepted challenge the 
brand ball play out here the 
fringe civilization. Let this warn- 
ing all our opponents whether from 
the Big City the hinterlands. Come 
with your big guns loaded, because 
playing all out win. 
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FURTHER FACTS 


Despite the fact that among the 
many leprosaria scattered throughout 
the world thousands well workers, 
religious and lay, have been daily as- 
sociation with the patients the inci- 
dence infection very small. some 
these cases reasonable doubt existed 
whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This 
especially true when the infected per- 
son native section the coun- 
try where the disease occurs frequently 
when the disease known have 
existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from 
neighboring communities have been 
employed the Carville Leprosarium 
plumbers, painters, cafeteria help, 
clerical workers, laboratory technicians, 
etc. With but one possible exception 
native this endemic section) not 
member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remark- 
able record, considering that this hos- 
pital located almost within the heart 
the most endemic section the 
most endemic state the union and 
one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculo- 
sis sanatorium can point such re- 
cord? 


FACTS, based actual experience 
over long period years (the most val- 
scientific yardstick furnish indubi- 
table proof the remoteness the 
communicability Hansen’s disease. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital 


Since isolation the bacil- 
lus, hundreds attempts have been 
made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully 
met the requirements for proof, and all 
attempted innoculations animals 
have been unsuccessful the same ex- 
tent. scientist more than 145 re- 
corded cases has been able toinfect him- 
self other human volunteers at- 
tempted innoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE 
EASE THE BIG PROBLEM Han- 
sen’s. Once that determined, the 6000 
year old practice imprisoning per- 
son for life because happens 
sick will done away with. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Nor- 
wegian physician, announced his dis- 
covery the germ which causes the 
disease. appearance and size close- 
resembles the germ which causes tu- 
berculosis, the tubercle bacillus. sin- 
gle erganisms impossible for the 
distinguish between 
the two germs. 


Hansen’s not included the list 
quarantinable diseases New York 
State and patients that State are sub- 
ject norestrictions. down, go). 


man woman may remain per- 
fect physical health for years after con- 
tracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted 
any social gathering. 


Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from John 


Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


This activity open all interested patients. The Star its entirety hand 


set patients. Subscribers, kindly notify change address. The Star can- 
not forwarded. 
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FOR YOUR BANKING 
SEE WRITE US, 
WHERE 
ISAPLEASURE SERVE! 


Checking Accounts, Savings Accounts Baton Rouge 


Christmas Savings, Loans, Shop 
Deposit Boxes, Exchanges, DALTON’S 
Bank Money Orders, Phone 2-4421 


Travelers’ Cheques 


THE CANTEEN 
Where 
Your patronage greatly appreciated 


Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window, 
let know any way can serve 
you any time. 


Owned and operated the patients 
Jack Weir, Mgr. 


LOUIS CARVILLE 
GENERAL MERCHANDISE 


Carville, Louisiana 


ILOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 
BATON ROUGE 


THE STAR 
Published monthly patients the United States Marine Hospital, National 
Leprosarium, Carville, Louisiana. 

The purpose this publication to: 


sell everything.If don’t 
have stock will get it! 


Promote educated public opinion Disease. 
Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 
Encourage and finance social service for needy patients. 


Subscription $1.00 per year. 
Please send THE STAR to: 
Name 


Address 
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